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Bridging the Divide in Sport and 
Sustainable Development



How can we use sports events as a catalyst for sustainable 
growth socially, economically and environmentally?

Ø The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
adopted “Recommendation on Global Events and Local Development” in 2018.

Global Events Toolkit 

(OECD. (2021)) 

u How to promote more sustainable events

u How to implement more effective delivery 
mechanisms

u How to build stronger capacities to leverage local 
benefits

Concrete actions and continuous monitoring and 
evaluation throughout the life-cycle of events are 
needed.
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Awareness of key international policies and plans

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and/or 2030 Agenda

The Kazan Action Plan (adopted at the Sixth International Conference of Ministers and Senior
Officials Responsible for Physical Education and Sport, MINEPS VI)
The Global Action Plan for Physical Activity (World Health Organization)

The UN Action Plan on Sport for Development and Peace 2018-2020

None of the above

(Japan Sport Council and sportanddev (2019))
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How much do the SDGs and 2030 Agenda influence 
your work?

全く影響なし 少し影響あり わからない 影響あり ⼤いに影響あり 無回答

Japan

Overseas

Total

Not sureNot at all A little
Quite a 
lot Very much No response

(Japan Sport Council and sportanddev (2019))



(Source: Japan Sport Council. (2018). Survey on local sport plan and SDP policy.)
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1. Increasing sport participation rate is prioritized in
sport policy.

2. Enhancing performance ability is prioritized in sport
policy.

3. We have no idea of using sport as a tool for
development and peace in the first place.

4. It is hard to cooperate with other departments.

5. There is no budget we can spare for SDP policy.

6. We do not know how to take SDP policy.

7. Is is not clear to what extent sport is effective to solve
social issues.

8. Others

9. No response

0 50 100 150 200

Obstacles to implementing SDP (Sport for Development and 
Peace) policies（multiple choice）（N=472 cities）





Thematic areas sport could contribute to 

uSport and health

uSport and education

uSport and gender

uSport and inclusion

uSport, peacebuilding and 
conflict resolution

uSport, sustainability and the environment

uSport and disaster response and recovery

e.g.)



How should we intentionally design, deliver and evaluate 
sport-based programmes and sports events in order to 
bring about positive changes?

u Intentionality is key to achieve outcomes beyond the playing field.

u It is important to apply attributes of sport as a tool for 
development and peace.



Use sport-based programmes and sports events 
as a platform for broader intervention

uUtilizing athletes’ influential power to convey a message to a 
community.

uSport has potential to reach out to wider and larger audiences 
and incentivizes them to attend broader interventions, which 
otherwise might not be appealing.



“Bridging the Divide” guidebook provides practical guidance on 
how to plan, deliver, measure and evaluate sport for development 
programmes with case studies, pitfalls to take care of, and the
self-assessment sheet. 



URL (Japanese version):
https://www.iir.jpnsport.go.jp/jp/sdgs/

URL (English version): 
https://www.iir.jpnsport.go.jp/en/sdgs/

“Bridging the Divide in Sport and Sustainable 
Development: A guide for translating policy into 
practice and effective programme management”

Digital guidebook is available on the JSC website.

https://www.iir.jpnsport.go.jp/jp/sdgs/
https://www.iir.jpnsport.go.jp/en/sdgs/


Thank you for your attention!


